
Rod Earp Rainforest Circuit (from Carnley Ave)
(Awabakal & Worimi Country)

50 min to 1 h

2 km
Circuit

↑ 87 m
↓ 87 m

3

Moderate track

This walk takes the walker into a dense cool rainforest that seems a
world away from the hustle and bustle of Newcastle city. You're likely
to see flying foxes in the trees and, if you're lucky, a Powerful Owl.
Starting and finishing at the Carnley Ave Reserve, this walk can easily
be combined with a visit to the Wildlife Exhibits and/or a picnic at
Carnley Ave Reserve. A recommended walk. Let us begin by
acknowledging the Awabakal & Worimi people, Traditional Custodians
of the land on which we travel today, and pay our respects to their
Elders past and present. 
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Class 3 of 6
Formed track, with some branches and other obstacles

Quality of track Clear and well formed track or trail (2/6)

Gradient Gentle hills with occasional steps (2/6)

Signage Directional signs along the way (3/6)

Infrastructure Generally useful facilities (such as fenced cliffs and seats) (1/6)

Experience Required No experience required (1/6)

Weather Weather generally has little impact on safety (1/6)

Getting to the start: From Charlestown Road, A37

Turn on to Carnley Avenue then drive for 1.2 km
Turn left and drive for another 50 m
Turn slight left and drive for another 170 m

Before you start any journey ensure you;
• Tell someone you trust where you are going and what to do if you are late returning
• Have adequate equipment, supplies, skills & knowledge to undertake this journey safely
• Consider weather forecasts, park/track closures & fire dangers
• Can respond to emergencies & call for help at any point
• Are healthy and fit enough for this journey
If not, change plans and stay safe. It is okay to delay and ask people for help.

Share
Bushwalk.com

/j/MH1PZ3

Bushwalking is fun but also can be dangerous. All information here is general and your personal and specific situation needs to be considered. You need to be prepared to cope with
all kinds of errors and/or omissions. Neither the authors nor publishers accept responsibility or liability for any inconvenience, loss or injury sustained.
© bushwalk.com. The maps and some text in this document are generated using Open Database Licenced data © OpenStreetMap contributors and other sources.
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Getting started: Getting started: From the intersection,From the intersection,
this walk follows the sealed road gentlythis walk follows the sealed road gently
uphill, while initially keeping the timberuphill, while initially keeping the timber
fenced boardwalk to the Wildlife Exhibitsfenced boardwalk to the Wildlife Exhibits
on your right. This walk continues throughon your right. This walk continues through
forest for about 140m until coming to aforest for about 140m until coming to a
three-way intersection, with a 'Lookoutthree-way intersection, with a 'Lookout
Road Carpark 400m' sign (on the right).Road Carpark 400m' sign (on the right).
Continue straight: From the intersection,Continue straight: From the intersection,
this walk follows the 'Rainforest Walk' signthis walk follows the 'Rainforest Walk' sign
and sealed road gently downhill. This walkand sealed road gently downhill. This walk
continues undulating for about 260m untilcontinues undulating for about 260m until
coming to a three-way intersection, with acoming to a three-way intersection, with a
sealed road (on the right) and a 'Rainforestsealed road (on the right) and a 'Rainforest
Walk to Lookout Rd Carpark' sign (on theWalk to Lookout Rd Carpark' sign (on the
left).left).

NN

SS

EE

WW

        StartStart..
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    After another 140 m     After another 140 m continuecontinue
straightstraight..
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WW     After another 235 m     After another 235 m turn leftturn left, to, to
head along Forest Walk.head along Forest Walk.

After another 110 m pass the BBQ (10 m onAfter another 110 m pass the BBQ (10 m on
your left).your left).
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    After another 40 m (at the intersection    After another 40 m (at the intersection
of Rainforest Walk & Forest Walk) of Rainforest Walk & Forest Walk) turnturn
rightright, to head along Rainforest Walk (a, to head along Rainforest Walk (a
footpath).footpath).

After another 350 m come to the "Flying Foxes"After another 350 m come to the "Flying Foxes"
(6 m on your right).(6 m on your right).

After another 55 m find the "Rod Earp RainforestAfter another 55 m find the "Rod Earp Rainforest
Picnic Area" (25 m on your left).Picnic Area" (25 m on your left).

This secluded, dense rainforest within BlackbuttThis secluded, dense rainforest within Blackbutt
Reserve has bench seats and a picnic table. TheReserve has bench seats and a picnic table. The
forest in this area hosts a large population offorest in this area hosts a large population of
grey-headed flying foxes. These large batsgrey-headed flying foxes. These large bats
migrate for food and then return to roost duringmigrate for food and then return to roost during
the day. Watch out for the bat guano thethe day. Watch out for the bat guano the
ground. This picnic area feels a world away fromground. This picnic area feels a world away from
downtown Newcastle.downtown Newcastle.
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    After another 410 m     After another 410 m veer rightveer right..

After another 20 m head through/around theAfter another 20 m head through/around the
gate.gate.

NN SS

EE
WW

    After another 15 m     After another 15 m continuecontinue
straightstraight..

After another 35 m pass the water tap (20 m onAfter another 35 m pass the water tap (20 m on
your left).your left).

After another 35 m pass the BBQ (25 m on yourAfter another 35 m pass the BBQ (25 m on your
left).left).
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    After another 110 m     After another 110 m continuecontinue
straightstraight..

After another 130 m pass the BBQ (10 m onAfter another 130 m pass the BBQ (10 m on
your left).your left).

After another 25 m pass the water tap (on yourAfter another 25 m pass the water tap (on your
right).right).
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        Veer leftVeer left..

After another 235 m After another 235 m continue straightcontinue straight..
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    After another 135 m come to the end.    After another 135 m come to the end.
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