
Fairfax Heritage Circuit Track
(Dharug & Gundungurra Country)

50 min to 1 h
0.5 to1.25
30 min to 1 h 15 min 2.3 km

Circuit
↑ 56 m
↓ 58 m

1

Smooth & flat

The Fairfax Track is an easy circuit walk that wanders through the
forests behind the cliffs of the Grose Valley. The track passes George
Phillips lookout, with its magnificent views over the Grose Valley.
There are also similar views from the more popular Govetts Leap
Lookout. The track has many bench seats for walkers to stop and
enjoy the surrounding bush. If you use a wheelchair be aware the
return trip along the road has steep sections. Let us begin by
acknowledging the Dharug & Gundungurra people, Traditional
Custodians of the land on which we travel today, and pay our
respects to their Elders past and present. 
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Class 1 of 6
Smooth and hardened path

Quality of track Smooth and hardened path (1/6)

Gradient Flat, no steps (1/6)

Signage Clearly signposted (1/6)

Infrastructure Generally useful facilities (such as fenced cliffs and seats) (1/6)

Experience Required No experience required (1/6)

Weather Weather generally has little impact on safety (1/6)

Getting to the start: From Great Western Highway, A32

Turn on to then drive for 40 m
Turn slight right onto Govetts Leap Road and drive for another 2.3 km
At roundabout, take exit 1 and drive for another 50 m

Before you start any journey ensure you;
• Tell someone you trust where you are going and what to do if you are late returning
• Have adequate equipment, supplies, skills & knowledge to undertake this journey safely
• Consider weather forecasts, park/track closures & fire dangers
• Can respond to emergencies & call for help at any point
• Are healthy and fit enough for this journey
If not, change plans and stay safe. It is okay to delay and ask people for help.

Share
Bushwalk.com

/j/KKMXFI

Bushwalking is fun but also can be dangerous. All information here is general and your personal and specific situation needs to be considered. You need to be prepared to cope with
all kinds of errors and/or omissions. Neither the authors nor publishers accept responsibility or liability for any inconvenience, loss or injury sustained.
© bushwalk.com. The maps and some text in this document are generated using Open Database Licenced data © OpenStreetMap contributors and other sources.

https://bushwalk.com/j/KKMXFI
https://bushwalk.com/j/KKMXFI
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Getting started: Getting started: From the front of theFrom the front of the
NPWS Heritage Centre, Blackheath, thisNPWS Heritage Centre, Blackheath, this
walk heads along the concrete footpathwalk heads along the concrete footpath
gently downhill keeping the car park (andgently downhill keeping the car park (and
Govetts Leap Rd) to your right. The pathGovetts Leap Rd) to your right. The path
leads to a 'Fairfax Heritage Track'� sign atleads to a 'Fairfax Heritage Track'� sign at
the lower end of the car park. The trackthe lower end of the car park. The track
leads left (following the sign), thenleads left (following the sign), then
immediately turns right at the 'The Fairfaximmediately turns right at the 'The Fairfax
Heritage Track' map signto follow theHeritage Track' map signto follow the
asphalt path. After 40m the path leadsasphalt path. After 40m the path leads
past a faint intersection with a dirt trackpast a faint intersection with a dirt track
and continues straight ahead windingand continues straight ahead winding
through the wooded forest for anotherthrough the wooded forest for another
100m to find a bench seat. The path bends100m to find a bench seat. The path bends
sharply right and leads gently downhill forsharply right and leads gently downhill for
140m where the track bends sharply left.140m where the track bends sharply left.
The walk continues to gently meander forThe walk continues to gently meander for
about 125m to another bench seat (onabout 125m to another bench seat (on
your left). Then the track bends sharplyyour left). Then the track bends sharply
right and gently undulates up and down forright and gently undulates up and down for
another 330m to find another bench seatanother 330m to find another bench seat
(on the left), just before a three-way(on the left), just before a three-way
intersection with a small dirt track (on theintersection with a small dirt track (on the
left) and a 'Woodland Retreat' sign. (Theleft) and a 'Woodland Retreat' sign. (The
'Woodland Retreat' side track leads about'Woodland Retreat' side track leads about
15m to a small seat, this is a rough dirt15m to a small seat, this is a rough dirt
track).track).
 From the intersection, this walk leads From the intersection, this walk leads
down along the footpath, leaving the seat,down along the footpath, leaving the seat,
sign and sidetrack behind (on the left). Thesign and sidetrack behind (on the left). The
path soon bends left and after 70m passespath soon bends left and after 70m passes
through (ignoring) a four-way intersectionthrough (ignoring) a four-way intersection
with a dirt trail. The path leads on forwith a dirt trail. The path leads on for
another 75m, bending a few times, to findanother 75m, bending a few times, to find
another bench seat (on the left). From hereanother bench seat (on the left). From here
the path continues to lead (gentlythe path continues to lead (gently
undulating) through the forest for anotherundulating) through the forest for another
140m to find yet another bench seat (on140m to find yet another bench seat (on
your left). Here the track bends sharply toyour left). Here the track bends sharply to
the right and leads gently downhill forthe right and leads gently downhill for
230m to passes through (ignoring) another230m to passes through (ignoring) another
four-way intersection with a dirt trailfour-way intersection with a dirt trail

marked with a 'Rehabilitation Area - Please Keepmarked with a 'Rehabilitation Area - Please Keep
Off' sign. The walk then continues downhill alongOff' sign. The walk then continues downhill along
the path for another 220m to find a few picnicthe path for another 220m to find a few picnic
tables, a stone picnic shelter at an intersectiontables, a stone picnic shelter at an intersection
with a short ramp leading down to thewith a short ramp leading down to the
signposted 'George Phillips Lookout' (on yoursignposted 'George Phillips Lookout' (on your
left).left).
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        StartStart..

ii After 15 m pass the "Blue Mountains HeritageAfter 15 m pass the "Blue Mountains Heritage
Centre".Centre".
 W: W:www.nationalparks.nsw.gov.auwww.nationalparks.nsw.gov.au  
Then find the "Free Beacon Hire" (15 m on yourThen find the "Free Beacon Hire" (15 m on your
left).left).

A Personal Locating Beacon is a hand-heldA Personal Locating Beacon is a hand-held
device that, when triggered, sends a message todevice that, when triggered, sends a message to
the emergency services with your location. Thethe emergency services with your location. The
emergency services staff can then look at youremergency services staff can then look at your
trip intention forms and decide how best to helptrip intention forms and decide how best to help
you. In the Blue Mountains, you can hire theseyou. In the Blue Mountains, you can hire these
for no charge, just complete this for no charge, just complete this Trip intentionTrip intention
formform, and a borrowing form. The device can be, and a borrowing form. The device can be
picked up from: NPWS Office - Govetts Leap Rdpicked up from: NPWS Office - Govetts Leap Rd
Blackheath - 9am to 4pm 7 days Ph: 02 4787Blackheath - 9am to 4pm 7 days Ph: 02 4787
8877 Katoomba Police Station - 217 Katoomba8877 Katoomba Police Station - 217 Katoomba
St Katoomba - Anytime Ph: 02 4782 8199St Katoomba - Anytime Ph: 02 4782 8199
Springwood Police Station - 4 Jerseywold AvenueSpringwood Police Station - 4 Jerseywold Avenue
Springwood - Anytime Ph: 02 4751 0299Springwood - Anytime Ph: 02 4751 0299

Then find the "Toilet Accessible" (15 m on yourThen find the "Toilet Accessible" (15 m on your
left).left).

Signposted accessible and general use male andSignposted accessible and general use male and
female toilets inside the National Parks Visitorfemale toilets inside the National Parks Visitor
Center. Access (whilst the center is open) viaCenter. Access (whilst the center is open) via
concerete ramp.concerete ramp.
After another 20 m find the "Picnic Table" (10 mAfter another 20 m find the "Picnic Table" (10 m
on your right).on your right).

A series of picnic tables on flat grassy areaA series of picnic tables on flat grassy area
behind the Visitor centre. No shade. Rampbehind the Visitor centre. No shade. Ramp
access via back door of visitor centre. Seats areaccess via back door of visitor centre. Seats are
about 45cm high and tables are 75cm high.about 45cm high and tables are 75cm high.
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    After another 30 m     After another 30 m turn rightturn right..
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    After another 10 m     After another 10 m continuecontinue
straightstraight..
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    After another 6 m     After another 6 m turn leftturn left..

http://www.police.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0007/142684/trip_intention_form.pdf
http://www.police.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0007/142684/trip_intention_form.pdf
http://www.police.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0007/142684/trip_intention_form.pdf
http://www.police.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0007/142684/trip_intention_form.pdf
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    After another 30 m     After another 30 m turn leftturn left..
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    After another 25 m     After another 25 m continuecontinue
straightstraight..
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    After another 380 m     After another 380 m continuecontinue
straightstraight..

PP Then to find the car park.Then to find the car park.

After another 30 m find the "Wheelchair Rough"After another 30 m find the "Wheelchair Rough"
(15 m on your left).(15 m on your left).

This walk leads through a gravel carpark forThis walk leads through a gravel carpark for
about 60m. The surface in unevean and errodedabout 60m. The surface in unevean and erroded
in places. The gravel is mostly compressed butin places. The gravel is mostly compressed but
the surface may soften after prolonged rain.the surface may soften after prolonged rain.
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        Turn leftTurn left..

After another 15 m find the "Picnic Shelter" (8 mAfter another 15 m find the "Picnic Shelter" (8 m
on your left).on your left).

Picnic shelters at the end of Govetts Leap Road.Picnic shelters at the end of Govetts Leap Road.
Seats are ~45cm high and benches 75cm high.Seats are ~45cm high and benches 75cm high.
Most shelters have an entrance ~1.2m wideMost shelters have an entrance ~1.2m wide
with, and similar gap between table and wall.with, and similar gap between table and wall.
The largest shelter has an entrance wider thanThe largest shelter has an entrance wider than
4m, bench seating but no tables.4m, bench seating but no tables.
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        Continue straightContinue straight..

After another 15 m find the "Toilet Accessible"After another 15 m find the "Toilet Accessible"
(15 m on your right).(15 m on your right).

Signposted accessible and general use male andSignposted accessible and general use male and
female toilets. Access via concrete ramp,female toilets. Access via concrete ramp,
however, the top of the ramp is accessed viahowever, the top of the ramp is accessed via
loose gravel carpark with some steep erodedloose gravel carpark with some steep eroded
sections.sections.
After another 8 m pass the water tap (15 m onAfter another 8 m pass the water tap (15 m on
your right).your right).

PP After another 60 m find the "Parking Accessible"After another 60 m find the "Parking Accessible"
(15 m on your left).(15 m on your left).

There are two signposted parking places at theThere are two signposted parking places at the
lower end of the sealed Fairfax track. Specificlower end of the sealed Fairfax track. Specific
parking bays are not marked with lines. Theparking bays are not marked with lines. The
carpark has a loose gravel surfaces with somecarpark has a loose gravel surfaces with some
eroded sections.eroded sections.
Then find the "Trip Hazard" (7 m on your left).Then find the "Trip Hazard" (7 m on your left).

A 5 to 10cm step between carpark and track.A 5 to 10cm step between carpark and track.
Access is between bollards that are 110cmAccess is between bollards that are 110cm
apart.apart.
After another 210 m find the "Picnic Shelter" (10After another 210 m find the "Picnic Shelter" (10
m on your left).m on your left).

Stone shelter at George Phillips Lookout. TimerStone shelter at George Phillips Lookout. Timer
slat bench seat (46cm high) around the insideslat bench seat (46cm high) around the inside
wall. Two picnic tables (75cm high) withwall. Two picnic tables (75cm high) with
wheelchair access (no seats on one side).wheelchair access (no seats on one side).
Access to shelter via 1.37cm gap in concreteAccess to shelter via 1.37cm gap in concrete
wall.wall.



Then find the "George Phillips Lookout" (9 m onThen find the "George Phillips Lookout" (9 m on
your left).your left).

George Phillips Lookout, Blue MountainsGeorge Phillips Lookout, Blue Mountains
National Park, provides stunning views east intoNational Park, provides stunning views east into
the Grose Valley. The lookout offers views tothe Grose Valley. The lookout offers views to
Pulpit Rock, the horseshoe-shaped gorge andPulpit Rock, the horseshoe-shaped gorge and
over the deep, green gorges of the Grose Valleyover the deep, green gorges of the Grose Valley
to Mount Banks. The lookout is fenced and has ato Mount Banks. The lookout is fenced and has a
wheelchair accessible ramp. There are a serieswheelchair accessible ramp. There are a series
of picnic tables including a stone shelter justof picnic tables including a stone shelter just
behind the lookout.behind the lookout.
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    After another 200 m     After another 200 m continuecontinue
straightstraight..

After another 275 m find the "Seat" (20 m onAfter another 275 m find the "Seat" (20 m on
your right).your right).

Timber slat bench seat on outside bend of path.Timber slat bench seat on outside bend of path.
The seat is 41cm high (2.1m wide, 30cm deep)The seat is 41cm high (2.1m wide, 30cm deep)
with a 39cm high backrest.with a 39cm high backrest.
After another 90 m find the "Seat" (on yourAfter another 90 m find the "Seat" (on your
right).right).

Timber slat bench seat on outside bend of path.Timber slat bench seat on outside bend of path.
The seat is 41cm high (2.1m wide, 30cm deep)The seat is 41cm high (2.1m wide, 30cm deep)
with a 39cm high backrest.with a 39cm high backrest.
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    After another 130 m     After another 130 m continuecontinue
straightstraight..

After another 45 m find the "Seat" (6 m on yourAfter another 45 m find the "Seat" (6 m on your
right).right).

Timber slat bench seat on outside bend of path.Timber slat bench seat on outside bend of path.
The seat is 41cm high (2.1m wide, 30cm deep)The seat is 41cm high (2.1m wide, 30cm deep)
with a 39cm high backrest.with a 39cm high backrest.
After another 275 m find the "Seat" (on yourAfter another 275 m find the "Seat" (on your
right).right).

Timber slat bench seat on outside bend of path.Timber slat bench seat on outside bend of path.
The seat is 41cm high (2.1m wide, 30cm deep)The seat is 41cm high (2.1m wide, 30cm deep)
with a 39cm high backrest.with a 39cm high backrest.
After another 270 m find the "Seat" (on yourAfter another 270 m find the "Seat" (on your
right).right).

Timber slat bench seat on outside bend of path.Timber slat bench seat on outside bend of path.
The seat is 41cm high (2.1m wide, 30cm deep)The seat is 41cm high (2.1m wide, 30cm deep)
with a 39cm high backrest.with a 39cm high backrest.
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    After another 85 m     After another 85 m continuecontinue
straightstraight..
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    After another 40 m     After another 40 m veer leftveer left..
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    After another 10 m     After another 10 m continuecontinue
straightstraight..
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    After another 6 m     After another 6 m turn aroundturn around..
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    After another 6 m come to the end.    After another 6 m come to the end.
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