
Boyds Tower to Saltwater Creek
(Yuin Country)

4 h 30 min to 5 h

13.3 km
One way

↑ 341 m
↓ 372 m

4

Hard track

This is the first of the three main sections that form the Light to Light
walk. You can start the walk with an optional sidetrip to the historic
and interesting Boyds Tower. From here, the walk starts its southward
journey to Saltwater Creek. The walk explores a number of
picturesque bays with bright red rocks and imposing sea cliffs.
Leather Jacket Bay, about halfway along, makes a nice place to relax,
with beaches, bays and headlands to explore. The last half of this
walk includes a few open grassland sections, providing some
panoramic views. Let us begin by acknowledging the Yuin people,
Traditional Custodians of the land on which we travel today, and pay
our respects to their Elders past and present. 
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Class 4 of 6
Rough track, where fallen trees and other obstacles are likely

Quality of track Rough track, where fallen trees and other obstacles are likely
(4/6)

Gradient Very steep (4/6)

Signage Minimal directional signs (4/6)

Infrastructure Limited facilities (such as cliffs not fenced, significant creeks not
bridged) (4/6)

Experience Required No experience required (1/6)

Weather Storms may impact on navigation and safety (3/6)

Getting to the start: From Imlay Street, A1

Turn on to Mitchell Street, A1 then drive for 18.3 km
Turn left onto Edrom Road and drive for another 17.1 km

Before you start any journey ensure you;
• Tell someone you trust where you are going and what to do if you are late returning
• Have adequate equipment, supplies, skills & knowledge to undertake this journey safely
• Consider weather forecasts, park/track closures & fire dangers
• Can respond to emergencies & call for help at any point
• Are healthy and fit enough for this journey
If not, change plans and stay safe. It is okay to delay and ask people for help.

Share
Bushwalk.com

/j/CR5OT8

Bushwalking is fun but also can be dangerous. All information here is general and your personal and specific situation needs to be considered. You need to be prepared to cope with
all kinds of errors and/or omissions. Neither the authors nor publishers accept responsibility or liability for any inconvenience, loss or injury sustained.
© bushwalk.com. The maps and some text in this document are generated using Open Database Licenced data © OpenStreetMap contributors and other sources.

https://bushwalk.com/j/CR5OT8
https://bushwalk.com/j/CR5OT8
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Getting started: Getting started: From the informationFrom the information
sign, the walk heads down the hill,sign, the walk heads down the hill,
following the low posts away from thefollowing the low posts away from the
information sign, to a signpostedinformation sign, to a signposted
intersection on the left. From theintersection on the left. From the
intersection, the track follows the sign forintersection, the track follows the sign for
'Coastal Walk' down the hill away from the'Coastal Walk' down the hill away from the
car park. The track soon passes ancar park. The track soon passes an
information sign on the right beforeinformation sign on the right before
tending right, down the hill to be above thetending right, down the hill to be above the
coastline. The walk then continues with thecoastline. The walk then continues with the
coast on your left, down the stairs into acoast on your left, down the stairs into a
gully and back out. The track winds andgully and back out. The track winds and
undulates for some time, leading awayundulates for some time, leading away
from the coast. The track then continuesfrom the coast. The track then continues
back towards the coast, to a view of theback towards the coast, to a view of the
tower on your left and a rock island belowtower on your left and a rock island below
in the sea.in the sea.
 From the intersection, this walk heads From the intersection, this walk heads
along the track, keeping the coast to thealong the track, keeping the coast to the
left. The track soon leads out of the heathleft. The track soon leads out of the heath
and winds along the hillside, tending awayand winds along the hillside, tending away
from the coast (which disappears belowfrom the coast (which disappears below
the trees on the left). The walk then windsthe trees on the left). The walk then winds
down into a gully with access to the rocksdown into a gully with access to the rocks
(below on your left). Rising up and out of(below on your left). Rising up and out of
the gully, the track winds across thethe gully, the track winds across the
hillside and then down into a rocky bayhillside and then down into a rocky bay
with an arrow marker. The walk continueswith an arrow marker. The walk continues
across the red flat rock at the back of theacross the red flat rock at the back of the
bay, coming to the arrow marker pointingbay, coming to the arrow marker pointing
inland, in the middle of the bay.inland, in the middle of the bay.

Start of an optional side tripStart of an optional side trip: An optional: An optional
side trip to Boyd Tower Intersection.side trip to Boyd Tower Intersection.
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    To start this optional side trip turn left    To start this optional side trip turn left
here. here. StartStart..

After 125 m find the "Trip Hazard" (on your left).After 125 m find the "Trip Hazard" (on your left).

Culvert under path with exposed drainage ditchCulvert under path with exposed drainage ditch
on the very edge of path. A drop of about 25cm.on the very edge of path. A drop of about 25cm.
Marked with timber bollards, there are a seriesMarked with timber bollards, there are a series
of 4 more similar drainage ditches about everyof 4 more similar drainage ditches about every
40m.40m.
After another 150 m come to "Seat".After another 150 m come to "Seat".

A timber bench seat, 55cm high, 22cm deep andA timber bench seat, 55cm high, 22cm deep and
2.4m wide with no backrest. The seat is 1.7m off2.4m wide with no backrest. The seat is 1.7m off
the side of the path.the side of the path.
Then find the "Seat" (on your right).Then find the "Seat" (on your right).
A timber bench seat, 58cm high, 22cm deep andA timber bench seat, 58cm high, 22cm deep and
2.4m wide with no backrest.2.4m wide with no backrest.
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    After another 10 m     After another 10 m turn leftturn left..
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    After another 2 m come to the end.    After another 2 m come to the end.

About 20 m past the end is "Boyds Tower".About 20 m past the end is "Boyds Tower".

Boyds Tower was commissioned by BenjaminBoyds Tower was commissioned by Benjamin
Boyd and originally designed to be a lighthouse.Boyd and originally designed to be a lighthouse.
After the Government rejected the proposal ofAfter the Government rejected the proposal of
the private lighthouse, Boyd changed tact andthe private lighthouse, Boyd changed tact and
built the Sydney sandstone tower for whalebuilt the Sydney sandstone tower for whale
spotting. The tower gave his whaling ships aspotting. The tower gave his whaling ships a
strong advantage over other whalers in thestrong advantage over other whalers in the
area. Built in 1847, Boyds Tower is a largearea. Built in 1847, Boyds Tower is a large
sandstone tower on the southern head ofsandstone tower on the southern head of
Twofold Bay in Ben Boyd National Park. The topTwofold Bay in Ben Boyd National Park. The top
of the tower bears the BOYD title, and boastof the tower bears the BOYD title, and boast
several viewing points. The ground floor of theseveral viewing points. The ground floor of the
tower is open to the public and is well worthtower is open to the public and is well worth
exploring. Boyd was declared bankrupt soonexploring. Boyd was declared bankrupt soon
after completing the tower and left Australia forafter completing the tower and left Australia for
the Californian goldfields. Boyd died in thethe Californian goldfields. Boyd died in the
Solomon Islands in 1851 whilst hunting game.Solomon Islands in 1851 whilst hunting game.
"Ben Boyd's Tower is watching - Watching o'er"Ben Boyd's Tower is watching - Watching o'er
the sea Ben Boyd's Tower is waiting For her andthe sea Ben Boyd's Tower is waiting For her and
me." Henry Lawson (1910) The bottom floor ofme." Henry Lawson (1910) The bottom floor of
the tower is open to the public via a 1.2m widethe tower is open to the public via a 1.2m wide
sandstone door frame.sandstone door frame.
Turn around and retrace your steps back theTurn around and retrace your steps back the
275 m to the main route.275 m to the main route.

Back at the main route turn left and follow onBack at the main route turn left and follow on
from the 0 m waypoint.from the 0 m waypoint.
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        StartStart..
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    After another 15 m     After another 15 m turn leftturn left..



PP Boyd car park (about 15 m back from the start).Boyd car park (about 15 m back from the start).

Boyd car park is found at the end 1.1km longBoyd car park is found at the end 1.1km long
unsealed Boyd Tower Rd, Edrom. The car park isunsealed Boyd Tower Rd, Edrom. The car park is
spread around a turning circle at the end of thespread around a turning circle at the end of the
road. There is a concrete path leading to a toiletroad. There is a concrete path leading to a toilet
and water tank (empty) in the middle of theand water tank (empty) in the middle of the
turning circle. Car parking bays are not marked,turning circle. Car parking bays are not marked,
and there is space for about 20 cars plus a bus.and there is space for about 20 cars plus a bus.
There are no marked mobility parking areas.There are no marked mobility parking areas.
The surface is a fairly smooth gravel/clay. AThe surface is a fairly smooth gravel/clay. A
manual pay station is available for park entrymanual pay station is available for park entry
fees near the sheltered large information sign.fees near the sheltered large information sign.
The carpark is the start of the Light to Light walkThe carpark is the start of the Light to Light walk
and the path to Boyd Tower.and the path to Boyd Tower.

ii There is a sign (about 10 m back from the start).There is a sign (about 10 m back from the start).

After 10 m find the "Pinch Point" (6 m on yourAfter 10 m find the "Pinch Point" (6 m on your
right).right).

Timber bollard pinch points at the start of theTimber bollard pinch points at the start of the
track at the carpark. The gap between thetrack at the carpark. The gap between the
bollards are 1.18m, they are 55cm high.bollards are 1.18m, they are 55cm high.
After another 20 m find the "Toilet" (30 m onAfter another 20 m find the "Toilet" (30 m on
your right).your right).
Unisex non-flushing toilet. Entrance is 90cmUnisex non-flushing toilet. Entrance is 90cm
wide, toilet seat 40cm high, handrails 80cmwide, toilet seat 40cm high, handrails 80cm
high. Bolt lock 1m high.high. Bolt lock 1m high.

After another 2.4 km find the "Red sands bay"After another 2.4 km find the "Red sands bay"
(10 m on your left).(10 m on your left).

Red sands bay (not officially named) is a north-Red sands bay (not officially named) is a north-
facing bay between Boyd Tower and Leatherfacing bay between Boyd Tower and Leather
Jacket Bay in Ben Boyd National Park. The rockyJacket Bay in Ben Boyd National Park. The rocky
bay is accessed via the Light to Light walk. Thebay is accessed via the Light to Light walk. The
beach in this bay is made up of small bouldersbeach in this bay is made up of small boulders
and a fine red gravel. Most of the red gravel isand a fine red gravel. Most of the red gravel is
on the western side of the bay. The gravel ison the western side of the bay. The gravel is
made from the sea smashing the red siltstonemade from the sea smashing the red siltstone
into small pieces. The red sands/gravel of thisinto small pieces. The red sands/gravel of this
bay makes for a fantastic contrast on sunnybay makes for a fantastic contrast on sunny
days.days.
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    After another 690 m     After another 690 m continuecontinue
straightstraight, to head along Light to Light, to head along Light to Light
Walk.Walk.
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    After another 185 m     After another 185 m veer rightveer right, to, to
head along Light to Light Walk.head along Light to Light Walk.

After another 115 m After another 115 m continue straightcontinue straight, to, to
head along Light to Light Walk.head along Light to Light Walk.
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    After another 120 m     After another 120 m continuecontinue
straightstraight, to head along Light to Light, to head along Light to Light
Walk.Walk.

After another 1.1 km find the "Leather JacketAfter another 1.1 km find the "Leather Jacket
Bay" (10 m on your left).Bay" (10 m on your left).

Leather Jacket Bay is a north-east facing beachLeather Jacket Bay is a north-east facing beach
between Boyd Tower and Mowarry Point in thebetween Boyd Tower and Mowarry Point in the
Ben Boyd National Park. The bay has a sandyBen Boyd National Park. The bay has a sandy
beach with small rock boulders between thebeach with small rock boulders between the
sand and the ocean. The wooded forest behindsand and the ocean. The wooded forest behind
the bay provides some shade, making this athe bay provides some shade, making this a
great place to rest on the Light-to-Light walk.great place to rest on the Light-to-Light walk.
The bay can be access by the Light-to-LightThe bay can be access by the Light-to-Light
track or by Newtons Road service trail fromtrack or by Newtons Road service trail from
Edrom Rd.Edrom Rd.
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    After another 50 m     After another 50 m veer rightveer right, to, to
head along Light to Light Walk.head along Light to Light Walk.
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    After another 65 m (at the intersection    After another 65 m (at the intersection
of Midway Point trail & Light to Lightof Midway Point trail & Light to Light
Walk) Walk) turn leftturn left, to head along Light to, to head along Light to
Light Walk.Light Walk.

After another 2.8 km After another 2.8 km continue straightcontinue straight, to, to
head along Light to Light Walk.head along Light to Light Walk.
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    After another 180 m     After another 180 m turn rightturn right, to, to
head along Light to Light Walk.head along Light to Light Walk.
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    After another 700 m     After another 700 m veer rightveer right, to, to
head along Light to Light Walk.head along Light to Light Walk.

After another 680 m find the "Mowarry PointAfter another 680 m find the "Mowarry Point
lookout" (10 m on your left).lookout" (10 m on your left).

Mowarry Point lookout is an informal vantage onMowarry Point lookout is an informal vantage on
Mowarry Point in Ben Boyd National Park. ThereMowarry Point in Ben Boyd National Park. There
is no signage or other infrastructure. Theis no signage or other infrastructure. The
lookout provides a unobstructed view to thelookout provides a unobstructed view to the
north and north-east, along the coast of Bennorth and north-east, along the coast of Ben
Boyd National Park. The view extends up toBoyd National Park. The view extends up to
Eden, into Twofold Bay and out over the SouthEden, into Twofold Bay and out over the South
Pacific Ocean. There are some Melaleuca treesPacific Ocean. There are some Melaleuca trees
that offer limited shade.that offer limited shade.
After another 2.6 km find the "Red Cliffs" (7 mAfter another 2.6 km find the "Red Cliffs" (7 m
on your left).on your left).

Red Cliffs - These fantastic red coastal cliffs areRed Cliffs - These fantastic red coastal cliffs are
found about 1km north of saltwater creek in Benfound about 1km north of saltwater creek in Ben
Boyd National Park. The cliffs are made of a redBoyd National Park. The cliffs are made of a red
siltstone. As the name suggests, this rock issiltstone. As the name suggests, this rock is
made from deposited silt, making it much finermade from deposited silt, making it much finer
grain than sandstone. The red silt came fromgrain than sandstone. The red silt came from
nearby volcanic eruptions long ago, and isnearby volcanic eruptions long ago, and is
clearly different from the other brown siltstoneclearly different from the other brown siltstone
and sandstone in the region. The cliff isand sandstone in the region. The cliff is
unfenced and provides views out to sea and intounfenced and provides views out to sea and into
a few surrounding bays.a few surrounding bays.

FORDFORD After another 1.5 km cross the ford.After another 1.5 km cross the ford.
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        Veer rightVeer right, to head along Light to, to head along Light to
Light Walk.Light Walk.

After another 65 m find the "Saltwater CreekAfter another 65 m find the "Saltwater Creek
Beach" (on your right).Beach" (on your right).

Saltwater Creek meets the South Pacific OceanSaltwater Creek meets the South Pacific Ocean
at a beautiful white sand beach in Ben Boydat a beautiful white sand beach in Ben Boyd
National park. The beach looks north-east andNational park. The beach looks north-east and
has a rock shelf at either end. The widehas a rock shelf at either end. The wide
Saltwater Creek forms a lagoon at the northernSaltwater Creek forms a lagoon at the northern
end, popular for swimming. Woodburn Creekend, popular for swimming. Woodburn Creek
also forms a lagoon on the southern end of thealso forms a lagoon on the southern end of the
beach. Both creeks have a brown colourationbeach. Both creeks have a brown colouration
from the tea tree, that forms a beautifulfrom the tea tree, that forms a beautiful
contrast with the white sand and blue ocean.contrast with the white sand and blue ocean.
The back of the beach is heavily wooded,The back of the beach is heavily wooded,
providing some shade, and is home to theproviding some shade, and is home to the
Saltwater Creek campsite. The beach can beSaltwater Creek campsite. The beach can be
accessed from the Saltwater Creek campsite ataccessed from the Saltwater Creek campsite at
the end of the access road from Duck Holethe end of the access road from Duck Hole
Road.Road.

PP After another 100 m come to a car park.After another 100 m come to a car park.

About 65 m past the end is a BBQ.About 65 m past the end is a BBQ.

About 95 m past the end is a toilet.About 95 m past the end is a toilet.

About 150 m past the end is "Saltwater Creek".About 150 m past the end is "Saltwater Creek".
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    The end.    The end.
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