
The Castle
5 h 30 min, 8 h to 2 days

12.9 km
Return

↑ 1082 m
↓ 1082 m

6

Very Hard off track

Starting from the Long Gully Carpark just off Long Gully Road,
Yadboro, this walk leads to the summit of The Castle and back via the
Castle Walking Track. This challenging walk provides spectacular
views of the surrounding cliffs and plateaus in the Budawang Ranges.
Starting in the rainforest, the hike ascends into dryer forest, then
skirts the western edge of the Castle's lower walls with views of
Mount Nibelung and Mount Owen. Heading up along cliffs, the hike
climbs high above ancient forest before arriving at the large plateau
of the Castle. Make sure you walk to the southern end for the best
views of Byangee Walls. While the total distance is not significant, the
climb of nearly 800m is capped by a series of exposed scrambles
near the summit. Tracks, in general, are not signposted, and except
for a few arrows that are scratched into rocks, navigation may be
challenging. The trail is technical and diverse across varied terrain,
with challenging rock scrambles and several rope sections toward the
summit that aren't for the faint-hearted or inexperienced. Let us
begin by acknowledging the Traditional Custodians of the land on
which we travel today, and pay our respects to their Elders past and
present.
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Class 6 of 6
Off track (no visible track at times)

Quality of track Rough unclear track (5/6)

Gradient Very steep exposed rock scrambling and climbing (6/6)

Signage Minimal directional signs (4/6)

Infrastructure Limited facilities (such as cliffs not fenced, significant creeks not
bridged) (4/6)

Experience Required High level of bushwalking experience recommended (5/6)

Weather Forecasted & unexpected severe weather likely to have an
impact on your navigation and safety (5/6)

Getting to the start: From Princes Highway, A1

Turn on to Monkey Mountain Road then drive for 5.4 km
Turn sharp left onto Brooman Road and drive for another 3.7 km
Keep right onto Flat Rock Road and drive for another 5.7 km
Turn right onto Clyde Ridge Road and drive for another 215 m
Turn left onto Cpt 38/1 Road and drive for another 670 m
Turn slight left onto Yadboro Road and drive for another 16.2 km
Keep right onto Long Gully Road and drive for another 1.4 km
Turn right and drive for another 100 m
Turn slight left and drive for another 110 m

Share
Bushwalk.com

/j/C9413C

Bushwalking is fun but also can be dangerous. All information here is general and your personal and specific situation needs to be considered. You need to be prepared to cope with
all kinds of errors and/or omissions. Neither the authors nor publishers accept responsibility or liability for any inconvenience, loss or injury sustained.
© bushwalk.com. The maps and some text in this document are generated using Open Database Licenced data © OpenStreetMap contributors and other sources.

https://bushwalk.com/j/C9413C
https://bushwalk.com/j/C9413C
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Getting started: Getting started: From the Long GullyFrom the Long Gully
Carpark just off Long Gully Road, Yadboro,Carpark just off Long Gully Road, Yadboro,
follow the track that leaves from the farfollow the track that leaves from the far
end of the carpark, following the Yadboroend of the carpark, following the Yadboro
River for 250m to a shallow pool. Cross theRiver for 250m to a shallow pool. Cross the
river carefully, and follow the Castleriver carefully, and follow the Castle
Walking Track ahead to continue the hikeWalking Track ahead to continue the hike
to The Castle.to The Castle.
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There is a toilet (about 70 m back from theThere is a toilet (about 70 m back from the
start).start).

FORDFORD After 480 m cross the ford.After 480 m cross the ford.

FORDFORD After another 95 m cross the ford.After another 95 m cross the ford.

After another 3.7 km pass the "Camp Cave" (onAfter another 3.7 km pass the "Camp Cave" (on
your right).your right).

FORDFORD After another 20 m cross the ford.After another 20 m cross the ford.

After another 25 m After another 25 m continue straightcontinue straight, to head, to head
along Castle Walking Track.along Castle Walking Track.

After another 20 m come to the viewpoint (15 mAfter another 20 m come to the viewpoint (15 m
on your left).on your left).
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    After another 470 m (at the    After another 470 m (at the
intersection of Castle Walking Track &intersection of Castle Walking Track &
Castle to Monolith Valley) Castle to Monolith Valley) turn leftturn left, to, to
head along Castle to Monolith Valley.head along Castle to Monolith Valley.
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    After another 280 m (Castle Saddle)     After another 280 m (Castle Saddle) 
turn rightturn right, to head along Cooyoyo, to head along Cooyoyo
Walking Track.Walking Track.

Start of an optional side tripStart of an optional side trip: Optional side trip to: Optional side trip to

a viewpoint on top of a cliff, providiving you views overa viewpoint on top of a cliff, providiving you views over
Cooyoyo Creek. Also visits the Cooyoyo CampsiteCooyoyo Creek. Also visits the Cooyoyo Campsite
midway.midway.

NN SS

EE
WW

    To start this optional side trip turn    To start this optional side trip turn
around here. around here. StartStart heading along  heading along 
Cooyoyo Walking TrackCooyoyo Walking Track..
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    After another 40 m     After another 40 m continuecontinue
straightstraight, to head along Cooyoyo, to head along Cooyoyo
Walking Track.Walking Track.

After another 470 m pass the toilet (7 m on yourAfter another 470 m pass the toilet (7 m on your
left).left).

After another 10 m come to the "CooyoyoAfter another 10 m come to the "Cooyoyo
campsite".campsite".
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    Continue another 35 m to find Clifftop    Continue another 35 m to find Clifftop
view at the end.view at the end.

"Clifftop view"."Clifftop view".

Turn around and retrace your steps back theTurn around and retrace your steps back the
560 m to the main route.560 m to the main route.

Back at the main route turn left and follow onBack at the main route turn left and follow on
from the 5.1 km waypoint.from the 5.1 km waypoint.
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    After another 20 m     After another 20 m turn rightturn right..
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    After another 240 m     After another 240 m veer leftveer left, to, to
head along Castle Walking Track.head along Castle Walking Track.

After another 110 m pass the shelter (15 m onAfter another 110 m pass the shelter (15 m on
your right).your right).

After another 185 m come to the viewpoint.After another 185 m come to the viewpoint.

After another 430 m come to the "The Castle".After another 430 m come to the "The Castle".
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    Continue another 380 m to find the    Continue another 380 m to find the
end. Then turn around here and retraceend. Then turn around here and retrace
the main route for 6.5 km to get back tothe main route for 6.5 km to get back to
the start.the start.
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