
Katoomba Falls Circuit
(Dharug & Gundungurra Country)

40 min to 1 h 45 min

1.2 km
Circuit

↑ 92 m
↓ 92 m

4

Hard track

For those looking for a walk involving more than simple boardwalk,
this trail winding through the temperate rain forest could be just the
thing. The side trip to Katoomba Falls really is a must do and cannot
fail to dazzle as the water cascade down the cliffs. Take the
opportunity to stop for a quick cup of coffee in Katoomba Falls Kiosk
before wandering back. Let us begin by acknowledging the Dharug &
Gundungurra people, Traditional Custodians of the land on which we
travel today, and pay our respects to their Elders past and present. 
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Class 4 of 6
Rough track, where fallen trees and other obstacles are likely

Quality of track Rough track, where fallen trees and other obstacles are likely
(4/6)

Gradient Very steep (4/6)

Signage Directional signs along the way (3/6)

Infrastructure Limited facilities, not all cliffs are fenced (3/6)

Experience Required Some bushwalking experience recommended (3/6)

Weather Weather generally has little impact on safety (1/6)

Getting to the start: From

Turn on to Parke Street, BMD then drive for 75 m
At roundabout, take exit 1 onto Bathurst Road, BMD and drive for another 155 m
At roundabout, take exit 2 onto Katoomba Street and drive for another 570 m
At roundabout, take exit 2 onto Katoomba Street and drive for another 850 m
Keep right onto Katoomba Falls Road and drive for another 325 m
Continue onto Katoomba Falls Road, BMD and drive for another 390 m
Turn left onto Cliff Drive, BMD and drive for another 360 m
Turn left and drive for another 105 m

Before you start any journey ensure you;
• Tell someone you trust where you are going and what to do if you are late returning
• Have adequate equipment, supplies, skills & knowledge to undertake this journey safely
• Consider weather forecasts, park/track closures & fire dangers
• Can respond to emergencies & call for help at any point
• Are healthy and fit enough for this journey
If not, change plans and stay safe. It is okay to delay and ask people for help.

Share
Bushwalk.com

/j/BU266L

Bushwalking is fun but also can be dangerous. All information here is general and your personal and specific situation needs to be considered. You need to be prepared to cope with
all kinds of errors and/or omissions. Neither the authors nor publishers accept responsibility or liability for any inconvenience, loss or injury sustained.
© bushwalk.com. The maps and some text in this document are generated using Open Database Licenced data © OpenStreetMap contributors and other sources.

https://bushwalk.com/j/BU266L
https://bushwalk.com/j/BU266L
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Getting started: Getting started: From the Scenic WorldFrom the Scenic World
main entrance, this walk follows the 'Princemain entrance, this walk follows the 'Prince
Henry Cliff Walk' signs down the concreteHenry Cliff Walk' signs down the concrete
steps and around to the back of thesteps and around to the back of the
building, where it comes to a woodenbuilding, where it comes to a wooden
footbridge that curves around behind thefootbridge that curves around behind the
main car park. At the end of themain car park. At the end of the
footbridge, this walk comes to anfootbridge, this walk comes to an
intersection with the Prince Henry Cliffintersection with the Prince Henry Cliff
Walk.Walk.
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        StartStart..

After 45 m find the "Scenic World" (9 m on yourAfter 45 m find the "Scenic World" (9 m on your
left).left).

Scenic World is one of the most renownedScenic World is one of the most renowned
tourist attractions of Katoomba and the Bluetourist attractions of Katoomba and the Blue
Mountains. Located on the cliffs of the JamisonMountains. Located on the cliffs of the Jamison
Valley , visitors can enjoy a ride on the ScenicValley , visitors can enjoy a ride on the Scenic
Railway (the world's steepest incline railway) orRailway (the world's steepest incline railway) or
the Scenic Cableway, into the Jamison Valley,the Scenic Cableway, into the Jamison Valley,
and explore the Scenic Walkway from the base.and explore the Scenic Walkway from the base.
Alternatively, the Scenic Skyway offers a bird'sAlternatively, the Scenic Skyway offers a bird's
eye view over the valley, with a glass floor toeye view over the valley, with a glass floor to
enhance the experience. Scenic World alsoenhance the experience. Scenic World also
features a revolving restaurant, a cafe and afeatures a revolving restaurant, a cafe and a
kiosk, in addition to the documentary theatrekiosk, in addition to the documentary theatre
and souvenir shop. Rides can be purchased,and souvenir shop. Rides can be purchased,
starting from $16 for adults and $10 forstarting from $16 for adults and $10 for
children, and combination or family passes arechildren, and combination or family passes are
available.available.
Then pass the toilet (20 m on your left).Then pass the toilet (20 m on your left).

Then pass a seat (25 m on your left).Then pass a seat (25 m on your left).

After another 100 m pass the toilet (20 m onAfter another 100 m pass the toilet (20 m on
your right).your right).

Then cross the bridge (about 75 m long)Then cross the bridge (about 75 m long)

PP Then pass the car park (50 m on your left).Then pass the car park (50 m on your left).
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    After another 75 m     After another 75 m turn rightturn right..
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    After another 45 m     After another 45 m turn rightturn right..

After another 25 m find the "Vaniman's Lookout"After another 25 m find the "Vaniman's Lookout"
(on your left).(on your left).

Vaniman's Lookout is a fenced, long and narrowVaniman's Lookout is a fenced, long and narrow
lookout on the cliff edge, opposite Reidslookout on the cliff edge, opposite Reids
Plateau. The view looks directly over the ThreePlateau. The view looks directly over the Three
Sisters across the Kedumba Valley, under theSisters across the Kedumba Valley, under the
Scenic Skyway. The lookout was considered oneScenic Skyway. The lookout was considered one
of the finest views on the Three Sisters in theof the finest views on the Three Sisters in the
1900's. The lookout was named after Chester1900's. The lookout was named after Chester
Melvin Vaniman in 1905, a well-know adventurerMelvin Vaniman in 1905, a well-know adventurer
and artist from the USA, who visited the Blueand artist from the USA, who visited the Blue
Mountains in 1903.Mountains in 1903.
After another 115 m pass a seat (on your right).After another 115 m pass a seat (on your right).

Start of an optional side tripStart of an optional side trip: An optional side trip: An optional side trip
to Juliets Balcony.to Juliets Balcony.
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    To start this optional side trip turn    To start this optional side trip turn
right here. right here. StartStart..

After another 25 m come to "Juilets Balcony".After another 25 m come to "Juilets Balcony".

Juliets Balcony is a spectacular lookout, perchedJuliets Balcony is a spectacular lookout, perched
on top of a rock buttress near Orphan Rock,on top of a rock buttress near Orphan Rock,
under the Scenic Skyway. The lookout providesunder the Scenic Skyway. The lookout provides
sweeping views of the start of the Kedumbasweeping views of the start of the Kedumba
Valley, from Katoomba Falls to the Three Sisters.Valley, from Katoomba Falls to the Three Sisters.
The lookout is accessed by a staircase, off theThe lookout is accessed by a staircase, off the
Furber Steps track. The fenceline continuesFurber Steps track. The fenceline continues
along the lookout, forming a long, fencedalong the lookout, forming a long, fenced
balcony.balcony.
About 10 m past the end is a seat.About 10 m past the end is a seat.

Turn around and retrace your steps back the 25Turn around and retrace your steps back the 25
m to the main route.m to the main route.

Back at the main route turn sharp right andBack at the main route turn sharp right and
follow on from the 380 m waypoint.follow on from the 380 m waypoint.

NN

SS

EE

WW

    After another 15 m     After another 15 m continuecontinue
straightstraight..

Start of an optional side tripStart of an optional side trip: Highly: Highly
recommended optional sidetrip to Katoomba Falls.recommended optional sidetrip to Katoomba Falls.
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    To start this optional side trip turn    To start this optional side trip turn
right here. right here. StartStart..

Then head down the steps (about 40 m long)Then head down the steps (about 40 m long)
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        Turn rightTurn right..

ii Find the Rainforest Lookout at the start.Find the Rainforest Lookout at the start.

Find the Rainforest Lookout at the start.Find the Rainforest Lookout at the start.

ii Then pass the "Plant Life on the Edge" (6 m onThen pass the "Plant Life on the Edge" (6 m on
your left).your left).
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    After another 20 m     After another 20 m turn leftturn left..

After another 45 m cross the bridge (about 5 mAfter another 45 m cross the bridge (about 5 m
long)long)

After another 165 m come to "Katoomba Falls".After another 165 m come to "Katoomba Falls".

The Katoomba Falls are among the most famousThe Katoomba Falls are among the most famous
waterfalls in the the Blue Mountains region. Thewaterfalls in the the Blue Mountains region. The
Kedumba River falls about 150 meters in 2 mainKedumba River falls about 150 meters in 2 main
stages. The Undercliff Track, from the Furberstages. The Undercliff Track, from the Furber
Steps, can be used to access the first landing ofSteps, can be used to access the first landing of
the waterfall. The Katoomba Falls can be viewedthe waterfall. The Katoomba Falls can be viewed
from most lookouts in the the area, includingfrom most lookouts in the the area, including
from the bottom of the falls at Cooks Landing onfrom the bottom of the falls at Cooks Landing on
Federal Pass, or from the track running next toFederal Pass, or from the track running next to
the Kedumba River at the top of the falls. Thesethe Kedumba River at the top of the falls. These
falls are also a highlight for the trip across thefalls are also a highlight for the trip across the
Scenic Skyway.Scenic Skyway.
Turn around and retrace your steps back theTurn around and retrace your steps back the
255 m to the main route.255 m to the main route.

Back at the main route veer right and follow onBack at the main route veer right and follow on
from the 440 m waypoint.from the 440 m waypoint.
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    After another 60 m     After another 60 m continuecontinue
straightstraight..

After another 35 m find the "Rainforest Lookout"After another 35 m find the "Rainforest Lookout"
(15 m on your right).(15 m on your right).

Unlike many lookouts in the area, RainforestUnlike many lookouts in the area, Rainforest
Lookout does not offer sweeping valley views.Lookout does not offer sweeping valley views.
Instead, this lookout offers an opportunity to getInstead, this lookout offers an opportunity to get
up close and personal with the canopy of theup close and personal with the canopy of the
rainforest. Spend some time in the cool shaderainforest. Spend some time in the cool shade
listening to the birds and Witches Leap creeklistening to the birds and Witches Leap creek
passing by. A sign at the lookout explains thatpassing by. A sign at the lookout explains that
there once were wood-fired barbeques here forthere once were wood-fired barbeques here for
picnics, but removed due to the toll on the localpicnics, but removed due to the toll on the local
environment.environment.
After another 50 m come to the "Vaniman'sAfter another 50 m come to the "Vaniman's
Lookout" (15 m on your left).Lookout" (15 m on your left).

After another 125 m find the "Cliffside lookout"After another 125 m find the "Cliffside lookout"
(30 m on your right).(30 m on your right).

This unnamed, fenced lookout is perched on theThis unnamed, fenced lookout is perched on the
cliff's edge on Reids Plateau. The lookout has acliff's edge on Reids Plateau. The lookout has a
bench seat and overlooks the Witches Leapbench seat and overlooks the Witches Leap
area. The view is mostly of the surroundingarea. The view is mostly of the surrounding
trees, with glimpses of cliffs on the other side oftrees, with glimpses of cliffs on the other side of
the valley. There is a nice view of Witches Leapthe valley. There is a nice view of Witches Leap
waterfall.waterfall.
After another 140 m pass a seat (10 m on yourAfter another 140 m pass a seat (10 m on your
right)., has a backrest.right)., has a backrest.
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        Turn leftTurn left..
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    After another 20 m     After another 20 m continuecontinue
straightstraight..

Start of an optional side tripStart of an optional side trip: An optional side trip: An optional side trip
to Katoomba Falls Kiosk.to Katoomba Falls Kiosk.
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    To start this optional side trip veer    To start this optional side trip veer
right here. right here. StartStart..

Find the Katoomba Falls Reserve at the start.Find the Katoomba Falls Reserve at the start.
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    After another 35 m come to the end.    After another 35 m come to the end.

PP About 15 m past the end is a car park.About 15 m past the end is a car park.

Turn around and retrace your steps back the 55Turn around and retrace your steps back the 55
m to the main route.m to the main route.

Back at the main route turn right and follow onBack at the main route turn right and follow on
from the 790 m waypoint.from the 790 m waypoint.
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    After another 20 m     After another 20 m continuecontinue
straightstraight..

ii After another 40 m pass the "Blue MountainsAfter another 40 m pass the "Blue Mountains
National Park" (on your right).National Park" (on your right).
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    After another 85 m     After another 85 m continuecontinue
straightstraight..

After another 45 m cross the bridge (about 7 mAfter another 45 m cross the bridge (about 7 m
long)long)

After another 15 m pass the "Witches Leap" (20After another 15 m pass the "Witches Leap" (20
m on your left).m on your left).
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    After another 55 m     After another 55 m continuecontinue
straightstraight..

After another 50 m cross the bridge (about 75 mAfter another 50 m cross the bridge (about 75 m
long)long)
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    After another 65 m come to the end.    After another 65 m come to the end.
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