
Narrow Neck to Castle Head
(Dharug & Gundungurra Country)

1 h 45 min to 3 h 30 min

4.2 km
Return

↑ 212 m
↓ 212 m

4

Hard track

From the locked gate on Glenraphael Dr, on Narrow Neck, this walk
heads out to Castle Head lookout. From the Lookout, there are
fantastic views over the Jamison Valley back to Katoomba and over to
Mount Solitary. You get a birds eye view of Ruined Castle, and distant
views of the Three Sisters. Much of the walk follows the western
escarpment, giving views most of the way. The road out to the gate is
dirt, and is generally well maintained. Let us begin by acknowledging
the Dharug & Gundungurra people, Traditional Custodians of the land
on which we travel today, and pay our respects to their Elders past
and present. 

950

968

986

1,004

1,022

1,040

0 
m

10
5 

m

21
0 

m

32
0 

m

42
0 

m

53
0 

m

64
0 

m

74
0 

m

85
0 

m

95
0 

m

1.
1 

km

1.
2 

km

1.
3 

km

1.
4 

km

1.
5 

km

1.
6 

km

1.
7 

km

1.
8 

km

1.
9 

km

2 
km

2.
1 

km

5.9x

Class 4 of 6
Rough track, where fallen trees and other obstacles are likely

Quality of track Rough track, where fallen trees and other obstacles are likely
(4/6)

Gradient Short steep hills (3/6)

Signage Minimal directional signs (4/6)

Infrastructure Limited facilities (such as cliffs not fenced, significant creeks not
bridged) (4/6)

Experience Required Moderate level of bushwalking experience recommended (4/6)

Weather Storms may impact on navigation and safety (3/6)

Getting to the start: From Cliff Drive, BMD

Turn on to Glenraphael Drive then drive for 990 m
Keep left onto Glenraphael Drive and drive for another 1.7 km

Before you start any journey ensure you;
• Tell someone you trust where you are going and what to do if you are late returning
• Have adequate equipment, supplies, skills & knowledge to undertake this journey safely
• Consider weather forecasts, park/track closures & fire dangers
• Can respond to emergencies & call for help at any point
• Are healthy and fit enough for this journey
If not, change plans and stay safe. It is okay to delay and ask people for help.

Share
Bushwalk.com

/j/SXAIMQ

Bushwalking is fun but also can be dangerous. All information here is general and your personal and specific situation needs to be considered. You need to be prepared to cope with
all kinds of errors and/or omissions. Neither the authors nor publishers accept responsibility or liability for any inconvenience, loss or injury sustained.
© bushwalk.com. The maps and some text in this document are generated using Open Database Licenced data © OpenStreetMap contributors and other sources.

https://bushwalk.com/j/SXAIMQ
https://bushwalk.com/j/SXAIMQ
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Getting started: Getting started: From the emergencyFrom the emergency
access gate, this walk heads south alongaccess gate, this walk heads south along
the management trail. After a while, itthe management trail. After a while, it
comes to the northern Castle Head trackcomes to the northern Castle Head track
(on the left side of the trail), marked with(on the left side of the trail), marked with
two treated pine posts either side of thetwo treated pine posts either side of the
bush track. (For emergency access, keys tobush track. (For emergency access, keys to
the National Park gate are available fromthe National Park gate are available from
the local council, police and National Parksthe local council, police and National Parks
services.)services.)
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        StartStart..

PP There is a car park (about 70 m back from theThere is a car park (about 70 m back from the
start).start).

After 70 m head through/around the gate.After 70 m head through/around the gate.

After another 340 m After another 340 m continue straightcontinue straight, to, to
head along Narrow Neck Fire Trail.head along Narrow Neck Fire Trail.

After another 160 m come to the viewpoint (40After another 160 m come to the viewpoint (40
m on your left).m on your left).

At the intersection of Narrow Neck Fire Trail &At the intersection of Narrow Neck Fire Trail &
(overgrown) (overgrown) continue straightcontinue straight, to head along, to head along
Narrow Neck Fire Trail.Narrow Neck Fire Trail.
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straightstraight..
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    After another 290 m     After another 290 m continuecontinue
straightstraight..

After another 80 m After another 80 m continue straightcontinue straight..

After another 145 m come to the viewpoint.After another 145 m come to the viewpoint.

After another 110 m come to the viewpoint.After another 110 m come to the viewpoint.
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    Continue another 680 m to find the    Continue another 680 m to find the
end. Then turn around here and retraceend. Then turn around here and retrace
the main route for 2.1 km to get back tothe main route for 2.1 km to get back to
the start.the start.

About 105 m past the end is "Castle Head".About 105 m past the end is "Castle Head".

Castle Head has an old trig station and sits on aCastle Head has an old trig station and sits on a
point on the eastern side of Narrow Neckpoint on the eastern side of Narrow Neck
plateau. From this lookout there are great viewsplateau. From this lookout there are great views
across the Jamison Valley, and especially goodacross the Jamison Valley, and especially good
view across the Ruined Castle to Mt Solitary.view across the Ruined Castle to Mt Solitary.
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