
Summit Trail - Charlotte Pass to Snowy River
(Ngarigo Country)

3 h to 6 h

9 km
Return

↑ 143 m
↓ 143 m

4

Hard track

Starting at the end of the road at Charlotte Pass, this walk follows the
old Kosciuszko Road towards the main range, stopping at the bridge
over the Snowy River. At this point the Snowy River is still in its
infancy, as is starts its long journey to the ocean in Victoria. The walk
follows a well defined management trail that was a public road until
1976. Let us begin by acknowledging the Ngarigo people, Traditional
Custodians of the land on which we travel today, and pay our
respects to their Elders past and present. 
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Class 4 of 6
Rough track, where fallen trees and other obstacles are likely

Quality of track Clear and well formed track or trail (2/6)

Gradient Flat, no steps (1/6)

Signage Clearly signposted (1/6)

Infrastructure Generally useful facilities (such as fenced cliffs and seats) (1/6)

Experience Required No experience required (1/6)

Weather Foretasted & unexpected storms and severe weather may impact
on navigation and safety (4/6)

Before you start any journey ensure you;
• Tell someone you trust where you are going and what to do if you are late returning
• Have adequate equipment, supplies, skills & knowledge to undertake this journey safely
• Consider weather forecasts, park/track closures & fire dangers
• Can respond to emergencies & call for help at any point
• Are healthy and fit enough for this journey
If not, change plans and stay safe. It is okay to delay and ask people for help.

Share
Bushwalk.com

/j/KBB4AL

Bushwalking is fun but also can be dangerous. All information here is general and your personal and specific situation needs to be considered. You need to be prepared to cope with
all kinds of errors and/or omissions. Neither the authors nor publishers accept responsibility or liability for any inconvenience, loss or injury sustained.
© bushwalk.com. The maps and some text in this document are generated using Open Database Licenced data © OpenStreetMap contributors and other sources.

https://bushwalk.com/j/KBB4AL
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Getting started: Getting started: From the end ofFrom the end of
Kosciuszko Rd at Charlotte Pass (just nearKosciuszko Rd at Charlotte Pass (just near
the toilet block), this walk heads along athe toilet block), this walk heads along a
wide management trail, following the largewide management trail, following the large
'Summit walk' sign. The walk initially dips'Summit walk' sign. The walk initially dips
down a bit and heads through a grove ofdown a bit and heads through a grove of
snow gums. This walk soon leaves thesnow gums. This walk soon leaves the
snow gums and the landscape opens to asnow gums and the landscape opens to a
fantastic view of the Snowy River and thefantastic view of the Snowy River and the
valley (on your right). After about 1km, thevalley (on your right). After about 1km, the
walk passes a yellow 'MT K 8' sign on awalk passes a yellow 'MT K 8' sign on a
snow pole. This walk continues along thesnow pole. This walk continues along the
management trail and gently undulates upmanagement trail and gently undulates up
along the side of the long ridge, passingalong the side of the long ridge, passing
several more 'Mt K' milestone signsseveral more 'Mt K' milestone signs
counting down. After a while, the old roadcounting down. After a while, the old road
heads up and over a ridge, passing the 'MTheads up and over a ridge, passing the 'MT
K 5' and the original 'K 3' milestone (onK 5' and the original 'K 3' milestone (on
your left) to find the un-signpostedyour left) to find the un-signposted
concrete bridge over Merritts Creek.concrete bridge over Merritts Creek.
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    At the intersection of Mount    At the intersection of Mount
Kosciuszko Summit Walk & KosciuszkoKosciuszko Summit Walk & Kosciuszko
Road Road StartStart heading along  heading along MountMount
Kosciuszko Summit WalkKosciuszko Summit Walk (a vehicle (a vehicle
track).track).

Snow Gums and the Alpine Tree Line (about 70Snow Gums and the Alpine Tree Line (about 70
m back from the start).m back from the start).

Snow gums (Eucalyptus pauciflora) are theSnow gums (Eucalyptus pauciflora) are the
dominant tree found in Kosciuszko Nationaldominant tree found in Kosciuszko National
Park. These slow-growing, distinctive plantsPark. These slow-growing, distinctive plants
have a light grey trunk with smooth red-brownhave a light grey trunk with smooth red-brown
bark, which peels unevenly with a mottledbark, which peels unevenly with a mottled
effect. They can be found south along theeffect. They can be found south along the
tablelands into Victoria, and also in Tasmania.tablelands into Victoria, and also in Tasmania.
Trees are covered with beautiful white flowersTrees are covered with beautiful white flowers
from October through to January, which attractfrom October through to January, which attract
lots of bird life. The alpine tree line is thelots of bird life. The alpine tree line is the
highest altitude at which trees can survive, duehighest altitude at which trees can survive, due
to the cold temperatures. However, you willto the cold temperatures. However, you will
notice that, in some areas, there are no trees innotice that, in some areas, there are no trees in
the valleys, while they thrive on the surroundingthe valleys, while they thrive on the surrounding
hills. This is because cool air settles in the alpinehills. This is because cool air settles in the alpine
valleys, making them colder and less hospitablevalleys, making them colder and less hospitable
than slightly higher altitudes.than slightly higher altitudes.
Charlotte Pass lookout (about 65 m back fromCharlotte Pass lookout (about 65 m back from
the start).the start).

The Charlotte Pass lookout is a partially fencedThe Charlotte Pass lookout is a partially fenced
lookout, north of the turning circle at the end oflookout, north of the turning circle at the end of
Kosciuszko Rd. The view is great, looking up theKosciuszko Rd. The view is great, looking up the
headwaters of the Snowy River up to the Mainheadwaters of the Snowy River up to the Main
Range. To the left is Charlotte Pass (the actualRange. To the left is Charlotte Pass (the actual
pass only - there is no view of the village frompass only - there is no view of the village from
here). There are also a few information signshere). There are also a few information signs
explaining the local flora and geology.explaining the local flora and geology.

PP There is a car park (about 40 m back from theThere is a car park (about 40 m back from the
start).start).

Covered in snow part of the year (about 30 mCovered in snow part of the year (about 30 m
back from the start).back from the start).

This walk leads through an extreme alpineThis walk leads through an extreme alpine
environment and all walkers must be wellenvironment and all walkers must be well
prepared. During summer, be prepared for bothprepared. During summer, be prepared for both
very hot and cold weather, high winds, rain,very hot and cold weather, high winds, rain,
snow, extreme UV levels and some sections ofsnow, extreme UV levels and some sections of
snow or ice on the ground. Before starting thissnow or ice on the ground. Before starting this
walk, check advice with walk, check advice with Snowy Region VisitorSnowy Region Visitor
Information CentreInformation Centre (02) 6450 5600, the  (02) 6450 5600, the weatherweather
forecastforecast and the  and the snow conditionssnow conditions then change then change
your plans as needed. These notes, grades andyour plans as needed. These notes, grades and
walking times have been written for use in thewalking times have been written for use in the
summer months only. Between May and the endsummer months only. Between May and the end
of October, this walk is likely to be covered inof October, this walk is likely to be covered in
snow/ice, visitors should carry and be preparedsnow/ice, visitors should carry and be prepared
to use snowshoes or cross country skis. Whento use snowshoes or cross country skis. When
there is a chance of significant snow on thethere is a chance of significant snow on the
ground, visitors will need particularly strongground, visitors will need particularly strong
navigation and snowcraft skills - tracks andnavigation and snowcraft skills - tracks and
signage may not be visible. For most visitors, itsignage may not be visible. For most visitors, it
is best to consider this walk closed during theis best to consider this walk closed during the
colder months. Between the long weekend incolder months. Between the long weekend in
June and October, the road between PerisherJune and October, the road between Perisher
Village and Charlotte Pass is closed by the Village and Charlotte Pass is closed by the RTARTA..
It is possible to organise It is possible to organise oversnow transportoversnow transport..
After another 90 m pass the toilet (25 m on yourAfter another 90 m pass the toilet (25 m on your
left).left).

FORDFORD
After another 1.2 km cross the ford.After another 1.2 km cross the ford.

FORDFORD
After another 860 m cross the ford.After another 860 m cross the ford.

After another 2.4 km cross the bridgeAfter another 2.4 km cross the bridge

Continue another 30 m to find the end. ThenContinue another 30 m to find the end. Then
turn around here and retrace the main route forturn around here and retrace the main route for
4.5 km to get back to the start.4.5 km to get back to the start.
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