
Castle Hill via the Goat Track
45 min to 1 h 15 min

1.7 km
Return

↑ 175 m
↓ 175 m

4

Hard track

Starting from Hillside Crescent, Townsville, this walk takes you to the summit of Castle Hill and
back via the Goat Track, which includes 1300 steps(one way). A great way to view the city of
Townsville whilst getting in your daily cardio workout, this track features 360-degree views all
over the hinterland and the coast. No matter how experienced you are, the sheer number of steps
and the steepness are bound to make you feel your calves and quads. Although it’s demanding,
the aforementioned views make this challenge quite worthwhile in the eyes of many. You’ll be
able to see the Magnetic Island and beyond to the east as you catch your breath. Speaking of, a
local legend says the American soldiers that were here during WWII offered to blow up the hill and
use the debris to build a bridge all the way over to Magnetic Island. Keep in mind that you can
also drive up to the summit and make this a one-way walk, if you arrange transport. Let us begin
by acknowledging the Traditional Custodians of the land on which we travel today, and pay our
respects to their Elders past and present.

90

132

174

216

258

300

0 
m

40
 m

85
 m

12
5 

m

17
0 

m

21
0 

m

25
0 

m

29
5 

m

33
5 

m

38
0 

m

42
0 

m

46
0 

m

50
0 

m

55
0 

m

59
0 

m

63
0 

m

67
0 

m

71
0 

m

76
0 

m

80
0 

m

84
0 

m

1x

Class 4 of 6
Rough track, where fallen trees and other obstacles are likely

Quality of track Clear and well formed track or trail (2/6)

Gradient Very steep (4/6)

Signage Clearly signposted (2/6)

Infrastructure Generally useful facilities (such as fenced cliffs and seats) (2/6)

Experience Required Some bushwalking experience recommended (3/6)

Weather Weather generally has little impact on safety (2/6)

Getting to the start: From University Road, A1

Turn on to then drive for 45 m
Turn left onto Bowen Road, 17 and drive for another 950 m
At roundabout, take exit 2 onto Bowen Road, 17 and drive for another 5.2 km
Turn left onto Morris Street and drive for another 180 m
Turn right onto Sturt Street, 9 and drive for another 1.4 km
Turn left onto Stokes Street and drive for another 540 m
Turn left onto Victoria Street and drive for another 540 m
Turn right onto Hillside Crescent and drive for another 45 m

Before you start any journey ensure you;
• Tell someone you trust where you are going and what to do if you are late returning
• Have adequate equipment, supplies, skills & knowledge to undertake this journey safely
• Consider weather forecasts, park/track closures & fire dangers
• Can respond to emergencies & call for help at any point
• Are healthy and fit enough for this journey
If not, change plans and stay safe. It is okay to delay and ask people for help.

Share
Bushwalk.com

/j/DKLZXG

Bushwalking is fun but also can be dangerous. All information here is general and your personal and specific situation needs to be considered. You need to be prepared to cope with
all kinds of errors and/or omissions. Neither the authors nor publishers accept responsibility or liability for any inconvenience, loss or injury sustained.
© bushwalk.com. The maps and some text in this document are generated using Open Database Licenced data © OpenStreetMap contributors and other sources.

https://bushwalk.com/j/DKLZXG
https://bushwalk.com/j/DKLZXG
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Getting started: Getting started: From Hillside Crescent,From Hillside Crescent,
Townsville(across house no:5), head alongTownsville(across house no:5), head along
the gravel track(Goat Track) gently uphillthe gravel track(Goat Track) gently uphill
as you pass by little informative signpostsas you pass by little informative signposts
to your right, moving directly away fromto your right, moving directly away from
the road. In about 55 metres, keep right atthe road. In about 55 metres, keep right at
the 3-way intersection and pass by a waterthe 3-way intersection and pass by a water
tank to your left to continue along Castletank to your left to continue along Castle
Hill via the Goat Track.Hill via the Goat Track.
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WW     At the intersection of Hillside Crescent    At the intersection of Hillside Crescent
& Goat Track & Goat Track StartStart heading along  heading along GoatGoat
TrackTrack (a footpath). (a footpath).
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    After another 55 m     After another 55 m veer rightveer right, to, to
head along Goat Track.head along Goat Track.

After another 65 m (at the intersection of GoatAfter another 65 m (at the intersection of Goat
Track & Maidenhair Track) Track & Maidenhair Track) continue straightcontinue straight,,
to head along Goat Track.to head along Goat Track.
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    After another 55 m     After another 55 m veer rightveer right, to, to
head along Goat Track.head along Goat Track.
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    After another 250 m (at the    After another 250 m (at the
intersection of Goat Track & Cudtheringaintersection of Goat Track & Cudtheringa
Track) Track) turn leftturn left, to head along Goat, to head along Goat
Track.Track.

After another 15 m (at the intersection ofAfter another 15 m (at the intersection of
Widowmaker Track & Goat Track) Widowmaker Track & Goat Track) continuecontinue
straightstraight, to head along Goat Track., to head along Goat Track.
After another 85 m After another 85 m continue straightcontinue straight, to head, to head
along Goat Track.along Goat Track.

After another 120 m After another 120 m continue straightcontinue straight, to, to
head along Goat Track.head along Goat Track.
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    After another 45 m (at the intersection    After another 45 m (at the intersection
of Castle Hill Road & Goat Track) of Castle Hill Road & Goat Track) 
continue straightcontinue straight, to head along Castle, to head along Castle
Hill Road (a road).Hill Road (a road).

PP After another 10 m pass the car park (25 m onAfter another 10 m pass the car park (25 m on
your left).your left).

After another 35 m come to the "Hynes LookoutAfter another 35 m come to the "Hynes Lookout
Hill Castle" (50 m on your right).Hill Castle" (50 m on your right).

After another 75 m pass the shelter (10 m onAfter another 75 m pass the shelter (10 m on
your left).your left).

About 125 m past the end is "Castle Hill".About 125 m past the end is "Castle Hill".

About 70 m past the end is a water tap.About 70 m past the end is a water tap.

About 65 m past the end is a toilet.About 65 m past the end is a toilet.

About 65 m past the end is "Jenkinson's Post".About 65 m past the end is "Jenkinson's Post".
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    Turn around here and retrace the    Turn around here and retrace the
main route for 830 m to get back to themain route for 830 m to get back to the
start.start.
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