Lane Cove Tourist Park River Circuit

(Darug Country)
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Hard track

This walk follows a large section of Lane Cove River. The walk follows
« the Riverside Walking track up the Lane Cove River to De Burghs
Bridge. From the bridge the track winds back along the hillside on the
other side of the river. The track then passes a few historic buildings,
| and the Visitor Centre, before crossing at the weir and returning to
the Tourist Park. There are plenty of grassy picnic areas along the
way and the Boat Shed sells snacks. Let us begin by acknowledging
the Darug people, Traditional Custodians of the land on which we
travel today, and pay our respects to their Elders past and present.
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/\&v‘/[(\\é ) B\ m’\ e Turn on to Lane Cove Tunnel, M2 then drive for 5.1 km

: N > ¢ Keep left onto Epping Road Offramp, M2 and drive for another 870 m
] ; E\EREaN « Turn right onto Delhi Road, A38 and drive for another 630 m

7 ‘ e Turn left onto Plassey Road and drive for another 720 m
w0 e Turn right and drive for another 30 m
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Before you start any journey ensure you;

» Tell someone you trust where you are going and what to do if you are late returning

* Have adequate equipment, supplies, skills & knowledge to undertake this journey safely
» Consider weather forecasts, park/track closures & fire dangers

» Can respond to emergencies & call for help at any point

* Are healthy and fit enough for this journey

If not, change plans and stay safe. It is okay to delay and ask people for help.

Bushwalking is fun but also can be dangerous. All information here is general and your personal and specific situation needs to be considered. You need to be prepared to cope with
all kinds of errors and/or omissions. Neither the authors nor publishers accept responsibility or liability for any inconvenience, loss or injury sustained.
© bushwalk.com. The maps and some text in this document are generated using Open Database Licenced data © OpenStreetMap contributors and other sources.
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Class 4 of 6
Rough track, where fallen trees and other obstacles are likely
Quality of track Rough track, where fallen trees and other obstacles are likely
(4/6)
Gradient Very steep (4/6)
Signage Minimal directional signs (4/6)
Infrastructure Limited facilities (such as cliffs not fenced, significant creeks not
bridged) (4/6)
Experience Required Some bushwalking experience recommended (3/6)
Weather Storms may impact on navigation and safety (3/6)
Roselee J ] .
o Getting to the start: From Warringah Freeway, M1
\/ f g9 9 y



https://bushwalk.com/j/783SP4
https://bushwalk.com/j/783SP4
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Getting started: From the office of the
'‘Lane Cove Tourist Park', this walk heads
down the internal road, past the boom
gates for about 50m to turn left just past
the laundry. The walk then continues along
this road as it bends right after about
100m, then leads down to a T-intersection.
Just on the other side (and to the left) of
this intersection, there is a set of steps
beside the large 'Lane Cove National Park'
sign. From this concreted section between
sites 152 and 151, this walk follows the
sign down the stone steps for about 60m,
where the track then leads gently down to
a T-intersection marked with a timber
signpost (beside a large scribbly gum).
From the intersection, the walk follows
'‘Lane Cove River Weir' sign south down the
hill. The track leads gently down the side
of the hill for about 80m to pass a 'Native
Flora' information sign, then about 90m
later passes a 'Bush Regeneration'
information sign among the ferns. Just 30m
past this sign, the track leads over a small
metal bridge beside the tall fern trees and
'Native Fauna' information sign. Here the
track continues for a short distance to
come to an intersection with Riverside
Drive, where a 'Tourist Park' sign points
back up the hill.

Lane Cove River tourist park (about 10 m back
rom te start). -

This is a well-established caravan park on the
edge of Lane Cove National Park, offering a
variety of camp sites from tent to powered sites
for caravans and even en suite cabins. The
campsite is a great point to access many
wonderful walks in Lane Cove Valley. There are
many facilities including a laundry, toilets,
showers (including facilities for people with
disabilities and with infants), recreation room,
Internet kiosk (with free access to
Wildwalks.com), wireless Internet, BBQ's and a
pool. There is bike hire available and the
reception has basic supplies for sale (bread,
milk, snacks, newspapers).

After another 25 m turn right, to head along
Plassey Road.

—

M After another 130 m continue
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straight, to head along Plassey Road.
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After another 9 m head through/around the
gate.

After another 300 m turn right.

After another 190 m pass the toilet (10 m on
your right).

() Continue straight.

After another 250 m continue

After another 170 m find the "13 Cottonwood
Glen" (5 m on your left).

o

Cottonwood Glen picnic area is a large open
grassy spot on the bank of the Lane Cove River.
There is a grove of trees along the edge of the
river, but you can still get clear views across the
water from the car park area. There are several
picnic tables and a small toilet block just up the
hill.

Then cross the bridge (about 5 m long)

After another 145 m pass the shelter (25 m on
your left).

After another 150 m head through/around the
gate.

After another 45 m turn right, to
.head along Riverside Walk.

After another 8 m pass the toilet (25 m on your
left).



Then head through/around the gate.

After another 320 m head up the 13
surface|wood steps (about 5 m long)

steps (about 6 m long)

After another 35 m come to the viewpoint.

/_\ After another 55 m head down the 15 stone

m After another 135 m continue
=4fcc

straight, to head along Riverside Walk.

After another 370 m head up the 7 earthen
steps (about 6 m long)

After another 9 m cross the bridge (about 4 m
long)

j After another 135 m head up the 11 earthen

steps (about 8 m long)

After another 215 m come to the viewpoint.

After another 270 m head up the 5 steps (about
5 m long)

After another 6 m (at the intersection
. %)of Riverside Drive & Riverside Walk)

€ Jturn right, to head along Riverside

&S Drive (a vehicle track).

After another 15 m cross the Porters Creek
Bridge (about 10 m long)

After another 9 m continue straight, to head
() along Riverside Drive.

After another 610 m (at the
_lintersection of Riverside Drive & Tunks
Hill Road) continue straight, to head
along Riverside Drive.

“’9’:/
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Tunks Hill Rozgy m

After another 30 m pass the sign (6 m on your
0 right).

@ After another 90 m continue

ISide D,

E straight, to head along Riverside Drive.

After another 30 m continue straight, to head
0 along Riverside Drive.

After another 25 m continue
straight.

After another 9 m head up the earthen steps
A (about 25 m long)

@ Then cross the bridge (about 190 m long)

After another 7 m turn sharp right.
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After another 50 m head down the 7 steps
(about 3 m long)

After another 4 m veer left, to head
- 1along The Great North Walk.

fter another 40 m pass the sign (9 m on your

right).

After another 75 m continue straight, to head
along The Great North Walk.

After another 70 m continue

After another 25 m cross the ford.

After another 95 m continue straight, to head
along The Great North Walk.

After another 95 m turn right, to
head along The Great North Walk.

After another 70 m pass the sign (on your left).

Then head down the 5 steps (about 2 m long)

After another 285 m cross the ford.



OO0 OO

After another 165 m find the "Sandstone caves"
(15 m on your right).
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This fairly large sandstone overhang is found on
the eastern side of the Lane Cove Valley. The
walking track leads through the two caves that
run in series, with the northern cave being
larger. The lip of the overhang hangs down a bit,
providing some extra protection from wind and
rain. The cave also provide some shade and a
cooler spot on hot days, and there are also a
couple of well placed boulders forming nice
seats.

Then come to the viewpoint.

After another 65 m cross the bridge (about 4 m
long)

After another 450 m come to the viewpoint.

After another 630 m head down the 11 steps
(about 8 m long)

After another 8 m cross the bridge (about 15 m
long)

After another 115 m cross the bridge (about 5 m
long)

After another 45 m cross the bridge (about 7 m
long)

After another 90 m continue
g")straight, to head along The Great North
&/ walk.

After another 140 m pass the sign (on your left).

Then cross the bridge (about 8 m long)

“-Yintersection of Max Allen Road & The
Great North Walk) turn sharp right, to
head along Max Allen Road (a vehicle

Then head up the 26 steps (about 20 m long)

(about 3 m long) 0 After another 30 m pass the "Great North Walk" 1

Then cross the bridge Clab LRI

W

After another 200 m cross the ford.

/_\ After another 55 m head up the 7 stonesteps = —  track).
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After another 130 m cross the bridge (about 5 m
long)

o

| At the end of this alternate route, rejoin the |
‘ main route. ‘

- The alternate route finishes here. Turn sharp left .
to rejoin the main route at the 8.7 km waypoint. '

Start of an alternate route: An alternative route
linking Int. Great North Walk and Thistlethwaytes ‘
Picnic Area Trk to Int. Max Allen Dr and Jenkins Hill w

To take the alternate route turn
around here. Start heading along The
Great North Walk.

After another 10 m continue
straight, to head along The Great North
Walk.

After another 225 m come to the viewpoint (9 m
% on your right).

After another 135 m continue

After another 410 m (at the straight, to head along Max Allen Road.

intersection of Lane Cove Depot Road & 1
The Great North Walk) veer left, to ]
head along Lane Cove Depot Road (a ‘
service road). 1

@ Ater another 70 m pass the toilet (25 m on your
‘ left).

() After another 2 m continue straight, to head

After another 15 m (at the intersection '
along Max Allen Road.

of Lane Cove Depot Road & The Great |
North Walk) continue straight, to head |
along The Great North Walk (a walking ‘
,,,,,,,, track).

After another 120 m continue straight, to i
head along The Great North Walk. ‘

There is a shelter (about 5 m back from the
@ start).



After another 40 m cross the bridge (about 10 m
long)

Then find the "Seat"

wep

After another 80 m (at the intersection
of Max Allen Road & Lane Cove Depot
Road) continue straight, to head along
Max Allen Road.

After another 40 m find the "Schwartz

Homest_ ad" (20 m on your left).

e
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After another 255 m continue

straight, to head along Max Allen Road. )

SO

(9 m on your right

After another 15 m continue

straight, to head along Max Allen Road. .

A stone seat, 42cm high, 60cm deep and 1.7m

wide with a 22cm high arm and 22cm backrest.

After another 60 m find the "Lane Cove Weir"

(on your right).

TR L T .1 =l PE o,
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After another 30 m pass the toilet (25 m on your
left).

The Schwartz Homestead is a neat little white

and green 1920's timber cottage with a balcony 25 The alternate route finishes here. Turn sharp left

on three sides. It was probably built by ] to rejoin the main route at the 8.7 km waypoint.

orchardist George Warr, who leased the land ‘

from 1917.

- — ) .
The Lane Cove River Weir was built in 1938
during the depression. The motivation for
building the lake was to make the area more
appealing for visitors' picnics. The weir created

After another 280 m veer right.

Veer left, to head along Max Allen
Road.

After another 180 m pass the toilet (15 m on environmental issues such as silting and a
After another 55 m pass the toilet (25 m on your your left). decline in native fish populations. In more
left). recent years, a 'fish ladder' has been

constructed to allow fish to undertake their
natural migration route for breeding. The weir
proves an easy way for walkers to cross the
Lane Cove River whilst enjoying the views up
and downstream.

Start of an optional side trip: An optional side trip
to Baker's Cottage.

Continue straight.

To start this optional side trip turn
sharp left here. Start.

Continue straight.
After another 45 m turn right.

| Turn around and retrace your steps back the 65
‘ m to the main route.

i Back at the main route turn right and follow on
‘ from the 8.4 km waypoint. ‘
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After another 10 m find the "Trip Hazard" (6 m
on your left).

The edges of the weir are ungraded and there is
a significant drop with water hazards. Keep clear
of edges.

After another 10 m find the "Seat" (25 m on
your left).

Two timber seats, 40cm high, 38cm deep and
1.8m wide with a 35cm backrest and no arm
rests.

After another 70 m come to the viewpoint.

Then find the "Seat" (on your left).

Two timber seats, 43cm high, 48cm deep and
1.8m wide with no arm or backrest.

&
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Then find the "Lane Cove River Lookout" (on
your right).

Found along the timber boardwalk on the banks
of the Lane Cove River, just up stream from the
weir, is this lovely viewing platform. The
boardwalk and platform are fenced (1.1m high),
there are two main seats and a stepped area for
extra seating. The views extend upstream for
about 250m and is a great spot to watch water
birds and the occasional paddle boat.

After another 150 m find the "Seat" (20 m on
your left).

A timber slat picnic table under a tree. The table
is 74cm high, 92cm deep and 2.1m wide. The
seats are 40cm high, 30cm deep and 2.1m wide
(no backrest).

Then find the "BBQ" (20 m on your left).

An timber fired BBQ. Plate is 94cm high, 46cm
wide and 42cm deep.

6

@

After another 115 m find the "Potable Water"
(20 m on your left).

.y

y

A water tap on the grass, handle is 84cm high.
After another 20 m find the "llloura Picnic Area"
(25 mon yourlft).

RN L

The llloura Picnic Area in Lane Cove National
Park, is an open grassy area beside the river
and about 140m downstream of the Boatshed.
The picnic area has a water tap, picnic tables
and wood fired BBQ. On the other side of the
Riverside Drive is a small toilet block. The
eastern edge of the picnic area is a large brick
picnic shelter.

After another 65 m find the "Picnic Shelter" (15
m on your left).

78cm high, 93cm deep and 2.1m ( the second
table is 4.3) wide. The seats are 44cm high,
29cm deep and 2.1m wide (second table seats
are 3.7m).



Then find the "llloura Picnic Shelter" (15 m on
@ your left).

The park brick picnic shelter is on the bank of
the Lane Cove River, near the Boatshed. There
are two picnic tables in the shelter. The tables
are 78cm high, 93cm deep and 2.1m wide. The
second table is 4.3m wide. The seats are 44cm
high, 29cm deep and 2.1m wide. The second
table has seats that are 3.7m. Outside the
shelter is another picnic table and wood BBQ.
The picnic shelter is nestled in a grove of trees
between the carpark and the open grassy llloura
picnic area. There is a small toilet block across
the road

After another 10 m pass the shelter (8 m on
your left).

After another 20 m come to the "Wheelchair

=)

Two sections (of about 15m each) of the track
have exposed tree route, making the ground
uneven and creating trip hazards.

After another 45 m find the "Pinch Point" (on
your left).

Track narrow to a maximum width of 80cm at
this point.

@ Then find the "Picnic Table" (

@

8 m on your left).

The table is 73cm high, 74cm deep and 3m
wide. The seats are 41cm high, 29cm deep and
3m wide (no backrest).

After another 15 m continue
straight, to head along Riverside Walk.

After another 40 m find the "Lane Cove
Boatshed" (30 m on your left).
i - I B -J:'F‘.}" 1
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Lane Cove Boatshed, in Lane Cove National
Park, is situated on the bank of the (you
guessed it) Lane Cove River. You can hire
rowboats, kayaks, pedal boats, bikes and
canoes, for different ways to enjoy the river. The
shop also sells ice-creams, chips and drinks. The
shed is open on weekend from 10am - 5pm.
During summer school holidays, the shop is also
open from 12-5pm. For more info, call Greg on
0418600695.

After another 25 m find the "Picnic Table" (on
your left).

i -r""“‘!lh

2 tables are 73cm high, 90cm deep and 2.1m
wide. The seats are 36cm high, 31cm deep and
2.1m wide (no backrest).

After another 195 m pass the BBQ (10 m on
your left).

@ Then cross the bridge (about 2 m long)

After another 135 m head up the 12 metal steps
(about 4 m long)

After another 180 m pass the toilet (35 m on
your left).

. After another 85 m head through the bollard.

Continue straight.

After another 40 m pass the toilet (15 m on your
left).

PH, Sa-Su
After another 45 m find the "9 Carters Creek" (9
m on your right).

Carters Creek Picnic Area is the ninth formal
picnic space along this stretch of the Lane Cove
River. This picnic area is home to a couple of
sheltered picnic tables, a gas BBQ a large open
grassy area, garbage bins, toilets and a car
park. There is some limited access to the river
view. A pleasant spot among the tall gums.



After another 95 m veer left.

After another 225 m head through/around the
gate.

Continue straight, to head along Riverside
Drive.

= After another 15 m continue
10.6 straight.

After another 55 m veer left.

S0%. 0.8
10.6

/_\ Then head down the steps (about 9 m long)

Continue straight.

() After another 250 m continue straight.

After another 115 m turn left.

() After another 300 m continue straight.

After another 20 m pass the "Macquarie Park
=9 Cemetery" (20 m on your right).

After another 115 m turn left.

. After another 25 m come to the end.
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